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Plea for a common IIT-NIT exam

http://www.hindustantimes.com/hteducation/chunk-ht-ui-hteducationsectionpage-otherstories/plea-for-a-common-iit-
nit-exam/article1-1306580.aspx

Rajeev Kumar, professor at lIT Kharagpur, had taken up the issue of a common examination with the human resource
development minister in January 2010 along with several other JEE reform proposals. “Due to objections in holding a
common examination by a small set of people having vested interests, the then minister of HRD along with the Councils
of ITs and NITs resolved in June/July 2012 in favour of two separate streams of examinations, namely, JEE (Mains) and
JEE (Advanced), for admissions to lITs and NITs. The main objections against a common examination were that the IITs
were against factoring of Class 12 examination marks in merit ranking for admissions to the IITs. The IITs favoured a
descriptive format for JEE (Advanced) for admissions to lITs. The IIT Council imposed a cap of a total of 1,50,000
candidates in IITs’ JEE (Advanced). This was felt necessary to avoid evaluation of a large number of descriptive answer
scripts manually within the available short span of time,” says Kumar in a recent letter to the HRD minister.

Some of the reasons that enabled Kumar to write to the minister are his observations that ‘non-standard’ Class 12 marks
are ‘one of the criteria for admission to lITs” in 2015. For example, the eligibility criterion for 2015 admissions includes a
requirement of 75% marks or above (for general category candidates), or top 20 percentile ranking in Class 12. “Also, the
JEE (Advanced) is in multiple choice question (MCQ) format. A cap of 1,50,000 candidates is also unnecessary for an
MCQ format examination, which does not need manual evaluation. While the ministry is carrying out an exercise of
common counselling for admissions to IITs and NITs, it would be in larger public interest to consider the pending
proposal for a common examination for admissions to IITs and NITs,” says Kumar in the letter. He has requested the HRD
ministry and the Councils of lITs and NITs to consider this proposal which could be extended to include other Centrally
Funded Technical Institutions as well.

PM Angry With Smriti For Delay In GIAN Plan

— By FPJ Bureau | Jan 14, 2015 12:56 am
http://freepressjournal.in/pm-angry-with-smriti-for-delay-in-gian-plan/

New Delhi : Prime Minister Narendra Modi is upset with Human Resources Development Minister Smriti Irani
for not putting on fast track the Global Initiative for Academic Network (GIAN) programme he agreed with US
President Barrack Obama last October for launch in India.

As part of preparations for Obama’s visit to India as the chief guest at the Republic Day parade, Modi went
through various projects agreed by the two leaders for implementation and felt shocked that no progress has
been made at all on the Indo-US joint initiative of GIAN for launching an academic excellence programe in the
central universities.

Modi had agreed that India will host about 1000 science and innovation academicians from the United States
every year to teach here to enable Indian students to get the best teachers without going to the US. He fumed at
Irani for the delay by her HRD Ministry to work out the modalities to invite the U.S. academicians on short-
term basis at various institutions.

Following his snub, Irani cancelled all her meetings on Monday, including one scheduled at FICCI on Swami
Vivekananda, and convened an urgent meeting of the select II'T and 1M directors, Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) and representatives of a few central universities to sit with the University Grants Commission (UGC)
chairman to prepare the GIAN plan.
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Sources said 1T Kharagpur director PP Chakraborty has been tasked to draft a note on the financial aspects
including honorarium for the visiting faculty under GIAN.

GIAN is a brainchild of Modi who personally discussed the idea with Obama during his Washington trip in
October for creation of a talent pool of eminent scholars from India and abroad to teach at the centrally-funded
institutions of excellence in India.

Lack of money, men led to DRDO delays

Hindustan Times (Delhi)

NEW DELHI: While the government claims its decision to sack Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) chief Avinash Chander does not merit controversy, the Centre had, last August, slammed
the organisation over delays and cost overruns in key military programs.

The DRDO has come under repeated criticism from the government regarding delays. A Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Defence report had flayed DRDO for chronic inefficiency.

HT took a look at the report and found ten projects with a combined sanctioned cost of ~ 16,860 crore, were
delayed by at least 5 years. Prominent reasons for delays include lack of infrastructure and technology, non-
availability of indigenous raw material etc.

In 2009-10, the DRDO received 6.98% of the total defence budget, but it was reduced to 5.37% in 201314. As
per government orders in 2001, the DRDO was sanctioned a strength of 7,932. The committee observed that as
DRDQ’s projects grew, there was no increase in sanctioned manpower — around 7,809 scientists currently
work in the organization.

Despite these setbacks, the organisation has achieved a lot, it was observed. With approximately $14 billion
spent in a decade (200212) DRDO developed various missiles, drones, radar systems and carried out research.
In contrast, USA’s unmanned aerial vehicle projects, cost $14.18.

The committee suggested remedial steps including raising the budgetary provision, outsourcing development
activities, close monitoring by stakeholders and changing the phased development approach to concurrent
approach

DRDO chief removed to bring in younger generation: Parrikar

Hindustan Times (Jaipur)

OUSTED Minister claims there is no controversy in removal of Chander, man behind the
Agni series of ballistic missiles

NEW DELHI: Defence minister Manohar Parrikar said on Wednesday DRDO chief Avinash Chander was
sacked under his recommendation because he felt someone from a “slightly younger generation” should hold
the position and not by one on contract.
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Chander, widely known as the man behind the Agni series of ballistic missiles, retired on November 30 last year
and thereafter continued on contract. The contractual term was to end May 31, 2016.

Parrikar said there was no controversy in the decision to relieve the Defence Research Development
Organisation chief, who doubled up as scientific adviser to the defence minister, of his duties 16 months before
his extended stint was to end.

“I recommended that a person on contract should not be occupying such a senior position. This senior position
should be filled by other eligible senior persons. We should introduce in the scientific world, a slightly younger
generation,” he said.

OnTuesdaynight, the appointments committee of cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
“approved termination” of the contract of Chander with effect from January 31.

The move comes in the backdrop of Modi’s comment last year that the “laidback™ attitude in the DRDO would
not be tolerated.

Chander joined the DRDO in 1972 after graduating in electrical engineering from IIT, Delhi.
The removal of Chander raised questions over the gover nment’s action because, according to DRDO officials,
development of the Agni range of missiles under a highlyrestrictive international control regime was possible

only because of his perspective planning and relentless efforts.

“It is the government’s decision to end my contract but I had no indication this was coming. No idea why it has
happened,” the 64-year-old scientist said.
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Parrikar said even he was not aware of the sudden termination of Chander without informing him, though he
recommended his early exit after the previous government extended his contract.

The sacking was first reported by HT on its website www. hindustantimes.com.

A search panel headed by the cabinet secretary will pick Chander’s replacement from among top DRDO
scientists.

Kiran Kumar Takes Charge as ISRO Chairman

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/Kiran-Kumar-Takes-Charge-as-ISRO-
Chairman/2015/01/15/article2620647.ece

BENGALURU: A S Kiran Kumar (in picture) on Wednesday took charge as the Department of Space secretary
as well as the chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).

: - o6 2 Kumar assumes office with the hope to keep up ISRO’s good work following
the space agency’s hlghly successful 2014, which saw its Mars Orbiter Mission capture the attention of the
whole world. A statement from ISRO said, “Mr Kiran Kumar is a highly accomplished space scientist and
engineer with a distinguished career spanning over four decades in ISRO in the satellite payload and
applications domains.”

Kumar’s immediate challenges will include the upcoming Chandrayaan II and the completion of the GSLV MK
111 project, which will give ISRO the capacity to put heavy satellites (over 3 tonnes) into space.
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